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Hka. To the east and north of this rises a enow-clad range of hills,
up to the present unexplored, which would appear to be the water-
shed between the 'Nmai Hka (locally called Tamai) and the
Salween.

The country to the immediate north and north-east of Bhamo
is, generally speaking, a rugged mass of mountains varying in
height from 1,000 to 12,000 feet above sea level. The main
ranges run north and south and, except where they have been
cleared for cultivation, are covered with dense forest. Deep
valleys separate the spurs, at the bottom of which are rocky
streams full of excellent water. Towards the hill tops water is
scarce, though many of the villages are situated there.

West of the Irrawaddy, and traversed by one of the highroads
from Assam to that river, lies the Hukong valley. It is about
fifty-four miles long by thirty-five broad, is covered with dense
forest, and supports a considerable population. It drains into
the Tanai river, which, when it leaves the valley, is known as [the
Chindwin.

The Tanai Hka, rising in the hills south-west of Thama is a
clear swift stream ranging from fifty to 300 yards in breadth, and
is fed on both sides by numerous tributaries, chief of which are the
Tarong and the Tawan.

Of other rivers, the chief on the left bank of the Irrawaddy is
the Taping, which, rising in China, is, at the point where the Nam-
paung joins it, a raging impassable torrent. Boats of a large size,
however, can navigate it as far as Myothit.

The Nampaung is a small river easily fordable all through its
course. Its chief importance is that it forms the boundary line
with China.

North of the Taping is the Mole, which the Kachins call Manli
Hka. It joins the Irrawaddy about five miles above Bhamo and is
navigable for large country boats as far as Hngetpyawdaw.

On the right bank the Mogaung river is the chief tributary
of the Irrawaddy. It rises in the north-west of the Hukong valley
and as far as Kamaing retains its old Shan name of Nam Kawng.
It is navigable for steam launches as far as Laban.

Little is known of the streams in the Kachin hills north of the
Q0iifi\ience? but none appear to be navigable and they are all very